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01 Preface to Poems by Wilfred Owen (1893 - 1918)
This Preface was found, in an unfinished condition, among Wilfred Owen's papers after 
his death.  The (slightly amended) words from the preface “My subject is War, and the 
pity of War. The Poetry is in the pity” are inscribed on the memorial in Poets' Corner in 
Westminster Abbey.

02 For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon (1869 - 1943)
Published when the Battle of the Marne was raw in people's memories, For the Fallen 
was written in honour of the war dead. The fourth verse including the words “We will 
remember them” has become the Ode of Remembrance to people of many nations 
and is used in services of remembrance all over the world. 

03 [RUSSIAN] Мама и убитый немцами вечер (Mama i ubity nemcami 
vecher) by Vladimir Mayakovsky (1893 - 1930)
В стихах «Война объявлена!» и «Мама и убитый немцами вечер» В.В. Маяковский 
описывает боль жертв кровавой войны и свое отвращение к этой войне.
In this poem “Mama and the Evening Killed by the Germans” Mayakovsky describes  
the victims' pain of bloody war and his disgust for this war.

04 To Germany by Charles Hamilton Sorley (1895 - 1915)
Sorley is regarded by some, including John Masefield, as the greatest loss of all the 
poets killed during the war. This carefully-constructed sonnet demonstrates maturity 
both in attitude and skill of composition, showing optimism for peace and a refusal to 
condemn Germany, where he had studied until the outbreak of war. He was killed by a 
sniper's bullet at the age of 20.



05 Range-finding by Robert Frost (1874 - 1963)
Frost's complex sonnet defies analysis in a few lines. It compares the battlefield with 
nature, and emphasises the difference between the breadth of man's experience and 
the narrow predetermined path of the natural world. 

06 The Red Flower by Henry van Dyke (1852 - 1933)
Van Dyke's premonition of the horror of war, written in June 1914.

07 [GERMAN] Wildgänse rauschen durch die Nacht von Walter Flex (1887 - 
1917)
This poem “Wild geese rushing through the night” was used in Der Wanderer zwischen 
beiden Welten (“The wanderer between two worlds”, a 1916 novel by Walter Flex. The 
poem became popular when set to music by Robert Götz. The image of wild geese 
rushing through the night has become symbolic of airborne troops.  

08 Dulce et Decorum Est by Wilfred Owen (1893 - 1918)
Owen's poem is known for its horrific imagery and condemnation of war. Owen called 
it 'the gas poem' and it describes the horror of a gas attack.
 
09 Glory of Women by Siegfried Sassoon (1886 - 1967) 
In the form of a sonnet, usually employed for love poetry, Sassoon uses the form to 
contrast women's admiration for valour and their view of war as romantic and 
honourable, with a bitter condemnation of their disbelief in the horror of it all.

10 There Will Come Soft Rains by Sara Teasdale (1884 - 1933)
Sara Teasdale imagines nature reclaiming a battlefield after the fighting is finished. 
The poem also alludes to the idea of human extinction by war. 

11 Lament in 1915 (B. H. W.) by Harold Monro (1879 - 1932)
The poet grieves for his beloved friend Basil Watt. This painful, moving elegy is written 
as a monologue and describes Monro's wishful thinking that Watt's death was not real. 

12 Not to Keep by Robert Frost (1874 - 1963)
In this sensitive poem, a man returns to his wife from the front, wounded “enough, 
yet not enough”: enough to be sent home, but not enough to stay permanently.

13 In Flanders Fields by John McCrae (1872 - 1918)
Canadian physician Lt. Col. John McCrae wrote this poem after the funeral of his friend 
and fellow soldier Alexis Helmer, who died in the Second Battle of Ypres. Its references 
to the red poppies that grew over the graves of fallen soldiers resulted in the 
remembrance poppy becoming one of the world's most recognized memorial symbols 
for soldiers who have died in conflict. 

14 [GERMAN] Vernichtung von August Stramm (1874 - 1915)
Stramm is considered one of the first expressionist poets. An army reservist, he was 
called to active duty on the outbreak of war, at the age of 40.  He was killed in action 
in 1915. This poem was published after his death in the collection Tropfblut, Gedichte 
aus dem Krieg.

15 I Have a Rendezvous with Death by Alan Seeger (1888 - 1916)
T.S. Eliot wrote in 1917, “It is high-flown, heavily decorated and solemn, but its 
solemnity is thorough going, not a mere literary formality.” Although such qualities 
were then unfashionable, the poem is recognised now for its high quality. Seeger had 
made his “rendezvous” before the poem's publication, being killed in action in 1916.



16 Alan Seeger by Grantland Rice (1880 - 1954)
This poem is journalist and poet Rice's tribute to his countryman, the poet Alan 
Seeger, who fought and died at the Battle of the Somme serving in the  French 
Foreign Legion during the First World War. In it he quotes from Seeger's poem I Have 
a Rendezvous with Death (above, 15).

17 [PORTUGUESE] Espasmo de Mario di Andrade (1893 - 1945)
This poem is included in the anthology Há uma Gota de Sangue em Cada Poema 
(There is a drop of blood in each poem), published under the pseudonym Mário 
Sobral. The book contains hints of Andrade's growing sense of a distinctive Brazilian 
identity, but it does so within the context of a poetry that (like most Brazilian poetry 
of the period) is strongly indebted to earlier European literature 

18 The Chances by Wilfred Owen (1893 - 1918)
Written as a monologue, the first stanza describes a conversation between five 
soldiers assessing their chances as they go “over the top” the next day. Using army 
slang, the chances are getting killed (“knocked out”), wounded badly, slightly hurt 
(“cushy”), captured (“scuppered”) or more or less getting away with it (“mushy”).  In 
the second stanza, he describes their actual fates.

19 [GERMAN] Au Reichstag von Emile Verhaeren (1855 - 1916)
Verhaeren was a Belgian poet whose background was Flemish, but who wrote in 
French. This poem marks the sense of catastrophic disillusion, even betrayal, at the 
failure of so much pre-war Socialist rhetoric to prevent the war. Until the very last 
days before the outbreak of war, Socialists across Europe had hoped that there would 
be a united workers' resistance to war hysteria, in both France and Germany; but the 
vote of the German Social Democrats in the Reichstag to approve war credit financing, 
days before an international Socialist congress was due to meet, removed the last 
obstacle to Germany's steps towards war.

20 Scots of the Riverina by Henry Lawson (1867 - 1922)
The reader found it interesting to contrast this poem, which was written during the 
First World War, with another which the same author had written twenty years earlier 
in 1897 (see The Star of Australasia, 21 below). 

21 The Star of Australasia by Henry Lawson (1867 - 1922)
This poem predicting Australia's involvement in a great conflict in the Twentieth 
Century was written in 1897.

22 The Hosts by Alan Seeger (1888 – 1916)
Another of Seeger's poems written in typical elegant and highly literary style, this 
poem again shows his fatalistic acceptance of what war would bring, particularly in the 
poem's conclusion.

23 Lines by Alexander Gordon Cowie (1889 - 1916)
This is another prescient poem written some years before the war, but reprinted in 
1916 after the death on active service in Mesopotamia of the writer, Captain 
Alexander Gordon Cowie of the Seaforth Highlanders. 



24 [DUTCH] Wie in de loopgraaf ligt…, door Albert Verwey (1865 - 1937)
Gepubliceerd in “Het zwaardjaar”, in 1916 - probeert te beschrijven wat de soldaat 
voelt die in de loopgraaf gelegerd is.
Wie in de loopgraaf ligt… (“He who lies in the trenches…”) - poem in Dutch by Dutch  
poet Albert Verwey (1865-1937), tries to describe the feelings of the soldier in the  
trenches.

25 Suicide in Trenches by Siegfried Sassoon (1886 – 1967)
This hard-hitting poem, in the simplest of verse form and rhyming pattern, once more 
finds Sassoon despising the “smug-faced crowds... who cheer when soldier lads march 
by”.

26 Conscious by Wilfred Owen (1893 – 1918)
This short poem is not typical of Owen, either in subject or style. It's about a soldier ill 
in hospital, drifting in and out of consciousness. The first eight lines indicate sharp 
physical awareness, while in the second eight lines one feels him drifting away into 
blurred confusion. 

27 An Irish Airman Foresees His Death by W. B. Yeats (1865 – 1939)
This poem is in the form of a pilot's soliloquy in fatalistic vein, but also introduces the 
political element of the role of Irish servicemen fighting for the UK during the struggle 
for Irish independence.

28 The Road not Taken by Robert Frost (1874 – 1963)
This, probably the best known of all Frost's poems, was intended to be a gentle 
mocking of indecision, particularly that of his friend and fellow-poet Edward Thomas. 
Though not intended to be so, it is widely perceived to be the last straw in Thomas's 
decision to enlist in the army, resulting in his death (see 29 below).

29 As the Team's Head-Brass by Edward Thomas (1878 - 1917)
Thomas was a well-established literary critic and poet, a close friend of Robert Frost, 
when he enlisted in the Army despite being an older married man who could well have 
avoided combat; he was killed near Arras in 1917. He is best known for the nostalgic 
tone of much of his poetry, inspired by rural surroundings. This poem reflects the 
indecision of many who did not enlist to fight straight away, the loss of so many who 
did, and yet the continuity of life, much as Thomas Hardy's almost contemporaneous 
(but not so explicitly war-related) poem "In time of ‘the breaking of nations’ ".

30 [DUTCH] Slachtveld door A. van Collem (1858 – 1933)
Gepubliceerd in „Opstandige liederen” in 1919, beschrijft de achtergebleven dode 
soldaten op het slagveld, en een herinnering aan hoe die soldaten ooit van huis 
vertrokken.
Slachtveld (a wordplay, “Slagveld = Battlefield”, “Slachtveld” would be more like  
“Slaughterfield”), Dutch poem written by poet A. van Collem (1858-1933) describes  
the dead soldiers left behind on the battlefield, and remembers how they left their  
lives to go to war.

31 The Next War by Wilfred Owen (1893 - 1918)
This is one of the few poems by Owen to have been published in his lifetime. It was 
sent in a letter to his mother with the instruction that his seventeen year old brother 
Colin "read, mark, learn" it. His brother did, however, join the RAF shortly before 
Wilfred's death from a sniper's bullet in 1918. The poem was first published 
anonymously in Hydra: Journal of the Craiglockhart War Hospital, no. 11 (29 
September 1917). 



32 [PORTUGUESE] Exaltação da paz de Mario di Andrade (1893 - 1945)
This poem is included in the anthology Há uma Gota de Sangue em Cada Poema 
(There is a drop of blood in each poem), published under the pseudonym Mário 
Sobral. The book contains hints of Andrade's growing sense of a distinctive Brazilian 
identity, but it does so within the context of a poetry that (like most Brazilian poetry 
of the period) is strongly indebted to earlier European literature 

33 The Messages by Wilfrid Wilson Gibson (1878 - 1962)
Gibson was a British soldier who spent the war in England. In this extraordinarily 
powerful poem, a shell-shocked soldier returns from the trenches to wander dazed 
through the street. 

34 A New John Bull by Henry Lawson (1867 - 1922)
A wry but rather touching Australian view of the British 'gentleman' officer.

35 Champagne (1914-15) by Alan Seeger (1888 – 1916)
Seeger's love of life, and his love for the land and its people, rings out like a bell from 
this poem, making it clear that if he had to die, then he would be happy for it to be 
here.

36 Berliner Gerüchte by Kurt Tucholsky (1890 - 1935)
Tucholsky was a radical satirist, journalist and poet, who served in the German army 
as a conscript, but was able to publish verses and short pieces in the Berlin press. This 
poem appeared late in 1916, and recounts the spread of wild rumours as a light is 
seen in the Russian Embassy - could it be that diplomatic activity is under way and 
peace might be coming? Whether inspired by a real event or just his imagination, it's 
an indication of growing war-weariness among the civilian population.

37 Selections from Severn and Somme by Ivor Gurney (1890 - 1937)
One thing which differentiates Gurney from better known poets like Graves, Sassoon 
and Owen is that, while they were officers, Gurney served in the ranks as an ordinary 
private. So he was more attuned to the feelings of ordinary soldiers who would have 
had a simpler, perhaps more naive and more patriotic, view of the war than the officer 
class. Gurney served in the Gloucestershire Regiment, so most of his fellow soldiers 
would have been from the county, many of them farm boys. One thing they would all 
have shared was a love of, and yearning for, the beauty of the Gloucestershire 
countryside, the Cotswold Hills and the Severn Valley. It is this feeling which the 
reader believes Gurney is trying to convey in these poems. The reader also grew up in 
rural Gloucestershire, so his accent would be similar to Gurney's own. 

38 Langemarck at Ypres by William Wilfred Campbell (1860 - 1018)
Campbell was one of Canada’s Confederation Poets and was a strong advocate of 
British Imperialism. In this ballad, Campbell praises the bravery of Canadian troops at 
the battle of Ypres. 

39 Malédiction by Henri Guilbeaux (1884 - 1938)
Guilbeaux was a French socialist who was prominent in the anti-war movement. His 
Malédiction is a powerful poem decrying war and those who bring it about. It begins 
with a prescient image of the aerial bombing of civilians; it condemns the use of 
scientific advances for destructive military purposes rather than for the good of 
mankind; it reminds the reader of past wars which caused misery to many peoples; 
and finally it curses all those who allow war to happen.



40 Ode in Memory of the American Volunteers Fallen for France by Alan 
Seeger (1888 – 1916)
Considered one of Seeger's finest poems, this reflects Seeger's perception of death as 
heroic, and he suggests that instead of France being grateful to the volunteers, they 
should be grateful to France for the opportunity to die a heroic death. Seeger was to 
have read the poem at the American Decoration Day celebrations in Paris, but owing 
to a mix-up about leave, he was not able to do so.

41 The Dead by Rupert Brooke (1887 – 1915)
Read here are parts III and IV of Brooke's 'war sonnet' cycle 1914, which commences 
with I Peace, II Safety, and concludes with V The Soldier. Unlike many of the other 
war poets, Brooke himself saw little action. The sonnets tend to general sentiments on 
purpose, and on romantic death.

42 At the Somme Under the Tricolour by Mary Borden (1886 - 1968)
Mary Borden, born into a wealthy Chicago family, used her own resources to fund a 
field hospital close to the Front, where she herself served as a nurse.  This poem is 
her powerful description of the British and French armies at the Battle of the Somme.

43 Война Объявлена (Vojna Obyavlena) by Vladimir Mayakovsky (1893 - 
1930)
В стихах «Война объявлена!» и «Мама и убитый немцами вечер» В.В. Маяковский 
описывает боль жертв кровавой войны и свое отвращение к этой войне.
In this poem “War is Declared” Mayakovsky describes the victims' pain of bloody war  
and his disgust for this war. 

44 Louse Hunting by Isaac Rosenberg (1890 – 1918)
A Goya-esque piece from the painterly Isaac Rosenberg, this poem makes you itch! 

45 Maktoob by Alan Seeger (1888 – 1916)
Maktoob “'Tis written” is probably the poem of Seeger's most infused with a sense of 
resignation and fatalism.

46 There's Another Blessed Horse Fell Down by Banjo Paterson (1864 – 1941)
The wry humour of Paterson's verse is reminiscent of music hall songs, and cannot fail 
to bring a smile to one's face.

47 The White Comrade by Robert Haven Schauffler  (1879 - 1964)
Schauffler was an American writer, cellist and war hero, receiving the Purple Heart for 
his wounds at the Battle of Montfaucon which took place in mid October 1918. In this 
poem, a wounded man awakens from a swoon to find himself carried from the 
battlefield by a comrade who is also wounded in hands and feet and side. 

48 [GERMAN] Im Osten by Georg Trakl (1887 - 1914)
Trakl was an expressionist Austrian poet who, having trained as a pharmacist, served 
as a medical official on the Eastern Front in the early months of the war. The resulting 
severe depression led to his death from an overdose in late 1914. This short poem 
paints a vivid picture of the horror of war.

49 Edith Cavell by Laurence Binyon (1869 – 1943)
A poetic encomium for nurse Edith Cavell, shot as a spy in 1915 after assisting Allied 
soldiers escape from occupied Belgium. 



50 [DUTCH] Op de oorlogsgrens door Albert Verwey (1865 - 1937)
Gepubliceerd in „Het zwaardjaar”, in 1916 - troosteloze beschrijving van de ellendige 
gevolgen van de oorlog.
Op de oorloggrens (“At the border of the war”) - poem in Dutch by Dutch poet Albert  
Verwey (1865-1937), paints a dreary picture of the reality of the results of war.

51 Anthem for Doomed Youth by Wilfred Owen (1893 – 1918)
Probably the best known of Owen's poems, and the one that most symbolises the 
sheer awfulness of a war that decimates a generation of young men and women.

52 The Price of Peace by Henry van Dyke (1852 – 1933)
This four line poem, like Might and Right (57 below) is little more than an aphorism, 
but certainly with its nugget of truth.

53 To E. T. by Robert Frost (1874 – 1963)
This poignant poem was dedicated to Frost's friend and fellow poet Edward Thomas, 
who was killed in action.  

54 Does It Matter? by Siegfried Sassoon (1886 – 1967)
Sassoon uses his bitterness and sarcasm to point to the terrible physical and 
psychological consequences for those who fight. 

55 [DUTCH] Aan die komen door C.S. Adama van Scheltema (1877 - 1924)
Gepubliceerd in „Zingende stemmen” in 1916, is een oproep aan mensen in de 
toekomst om deze oorlog en allen die vochten en leden te gedenken.
Aan die komen („To those who will come”) - Dutch poem written by Dutch poet C.S.  
Adama van Scheltema (1877-1924) that calls on the people in the future to  
commemorate the war and all who fought and suffered.

56 The Healers by Laurence Binyon (1869 – 1943)
Binyon, the son of a Quaker minister, himself worked for a time as a hospital orderly 
in France.  Here he praises the bravery of the medical staff who have to endure the 
hell of watching men suffer, without deviating from their faith.

57 Might and Right by Henry van Dyke (1852 – 1933)
Written a year earlier, in 1915, than The Price of Peace (52, above), this little poem 
stresses the need for “right” to gain the upper hand.

58 To His Love by Ivor Gurney (1890 – 1937)
This poem is addressed to the girlfriend of a soldier friend who had died (although in 
reality, the friend had been taken prisoner, and returned after the war). It is 
particularly interesting from a poetic point of view in its alliteration and assonance. 
Gurney also being a musician and composer, made his poetry musical too.

59 The Harvest Moon  by Josephine Preston Peabody (1874 - 1922)
Peabody was an American poet and dramatist. This poem paints a stark picture of the 
wounded and dead littering a battlefield. 
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